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MON G the many dangerous 
O Opinions and blaſphemous Aſſer- 
ions, of which this licentious Age 

== has of late been ſo productive, 
+... and in which the Fundamentals 
/ Chriſtianity have been ſo boldly attack'd ; 
2 the following Diſcourſe may at firſt Sight 
ſeem deſgnd as an Addition to the Num- 
ber, on Account of ſome ludicrous Expreſſi- 
ons, the Preacher has put into the Mouths of 
ße Soldiers, againſt the Witneſſes for the 
Reſurrection of our Savicur ; tho' he made 
Sufficient Amends for it after, in the other 
Part of his Diſcourſe, to the Satisfattion of 
"> the graveſt Part of the Audience, But to 
guard the Reader from any Prejudice be 
may receive from the Peruſal, it may not be 
improper to acquaint him, that this Ser- 
mon was formerly publiſhed under the bore 
1 N rowed 


PREFACE: 


* 


„ Name of Robett Jones, D. b. 
for the Diſcovery of the real zluthor, Vis. 


* 


LAN, 1 better Anth iy cu 
2 of Clarendon, who, beſides the known 
Veracity inberent to bim in his Relations, 


may the better be depended upon, as bap- 


pening to be himſelf preſent at the Preach- 
ers Delivery; which gave his Lordſhip an 
Opportunity of correcting the Miſtake of 
Serenus Creſſy, in his Anfaver to Dr. 
Stillingfleet, and his miſtepreſenting the 


true Reaſon of the Author's being obliged 


10 4 Recantation, which he performed 


th g general Applauſe, The Paſſage in 


Crefly's: Anſwer to the Doctor, which gave 
Octafom to\the Earl of Clarendon's taking 


Notice of theſe Sermons, and their Author, 
among his other Animadverſſons, may not” 
be improper to be tranſcribed, and is con. 


tained in the following Words, where, left 


the Door ſhould be exalted with the No- 
velty of bis Invention of his prophanely- 
employed Wit, Mr. Creſſy aſſures him, 


« That be had heard that Kind of Wit 


ce before, when he was a young Student 


« f Oxford, in a Repetition Sermon 7o 


Ms :- Univerſity, which he ſays, if Fancy 


ce he alone conſidered, far better deſerved 


< Applauſe ; wherein the Preacher deſcant- 
ks © f upon ihe whole Life: of our Saviour, 


cc ren- 


DA, 


The PREFACE. v 
* rendered him and his Attendants, Men 
« and Women, Objects of the utmoſt Scorn 
% and Avuerſion, as if they. all of them 
« had been only a Pack of diſſolute Vaga- 
« bonds and Cheats : But preſently the 
& Preacher changed bis Stile, as became 


La) 


„ 


* 4 Diſciple of Chriſt, with ſuch admir- 


able Dexterity, and Force of Reaſon, 
« anſwering all the Cavillations and In- 
veitives made before, that the loudly- 
ce repeated Applauſe of his Hearers bin- 
* der'd him a good Space from proceed- 
ing: Notwithſlanding which, the grave 
Doctors and Governors of the Untverfi- 
ty, though much ſatisfy'd with his Abi- 
lities; yet wiſely conſidering, that a pe- 
ce tulant Hiſtrionical Stile, even in Ob- 
jections, did not fit f5 ſacred a Subject; 

and that it was not lawful too natural- 
« Iy to per ſonate a deriding Jew, obliged 
the Preacher to a publick Recantation 
Sermon, in the ſame Pulpit, the Sun- 
day following. 


To which pretty Tale I ſhould 
make no Reply ( ſays his Lordſhip ) 
ſince, in the Judgment of no diſpaſ- 
ſioned Man, it cannot be thought to 
be parallel to any Thing the Doctor 
« hath ſaid or done; yet I ſhall endeavour 
to convince Mr, Crefſy, that his Me- 

. | « mory 


ec 


came thither to ask and hear News: 
But under Favour. of Mr. Creſſys Me- 
„ mory, nothing of this was the Ground 
of the Sentence or his Recantation; but a 
7 "Parliament , being then fitting, the 


vi The P R EFAC E. 


mor y hath not been faithful to him, 


in preſerving the Merit of that Caſe 
e and Sentence, and ſhall give him Caufe 
© to believe, that I. was likewiſe prefent 


c at that Sermon, by putting him in Mind, 
ce, that it was preach'd by one Mr. Lu- 
« ſhington, a Man eminent for his Parts, 


upon thoſe Words of the Evangeliſt; 


And bis Diſciples came and flole = 
«© away, whilſt we ſlept: Which 
him Occaſion to help the Sellers in 


« their Defence; in which he gave them 


„Leave to uſe ſome light Expreflions 
againſt the Witneſſes for the Reſurrer- . 
lion, which were not decent upon that 
« Suoject; but that Part was quickly 
* ended, when he. put into the Mouths 


« of the Diſciples, ro whom he likewiſe 
« aſſign'd a Part, Words very worthy of 
«© them, and fit ro be uttered in that 
95 Place, and with which the graveſt Au- 
« ditors were abundantly ſatisfied, though 
te they were diſpleaſed with ſome light 
* and ſcandalous Expreſſions in ſome o- 
« ther Parts of the Sermon; which he 


© begun with Quelle Novelle? as if he 


60 & Preacher 


Preacher had unwarily, and very un- 
« neceſſarily, let fall ſome Words, which 
« reflected. upon their. Proceedings par- 
« ticularly, that now every. Peaſant in 
Parliament, by.the Privilege of his 
Vote there, cared not how, he behaved 
« himſelf towards the King, or the 
« Church, or to that Effect; which 
« made thoſe who loved him beſt, wil- 
« ling to cenſure him there, that he 
« might eſcape a harder Judgment in 
« another Place: Whereupon the Vice- 
« Chancellor, who was Dr. Peirce, (after- 
« wards Biſhop of Bath and Wells) com- 
« manded a Copy of the Sermon, which 
« being deliver'd and perus d by him, and 
« a Delegacy of the Doctor's, Mr. Lu- 
« ſhington was reprehended for the light 
« and ſcandalous Expreſſions he had uſed 
upon a Subject too much above theſe 
Exceſſes; and was ordered to make a 
Recantation Sermon, for what he had 
ſaid of the Parliament, and had a 
Text likewiſe given him to that Pur- 
poſe ; the Words concerning the Apo- 
Ales in that of the As, And they aſ- 
% ſembled with one Accord in one Place; 
Which Recantation he performed with 
great Ingenuity, and much Applauſe, 

* It theſe particular Recollections do not 
* induce Mr. Creſſy to concur in the Truth 
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His Diſciples came by Night and ſtole him 
away while we flept. + 


57 H AT's the beſt News abroad ? So 
i 


wn 


we mult begin: *Tis the Garb (les 
novelles) the grand Salute, and com- 
mon Preface to all our Talk. And 

the News goes not as Things are 


in themſelves, but as Mens Fancies are faſh on- 
ed, as ſome Juſt to Report, and others to Be- 


lieve: The ſame Relation ſhall go for true 
or falſe, according to the Key wherein Mens 
Minds are turn'd; but chiefly. as they ſtand 
diverſe in Religion, ſo they feign and af- 


fect different News. By their News ye 


B may 


may "ad cher Ee a 37 their Rel 


gion fore-know. their News. This Week the 


Spaniſh Match goes forward, and Bethlem Ga- 
bor*s Troops are broken; and the next Week 
Betblem Gabor*s Troops go forward, and the 
Spaniſh Match is broken. The C atholique is 
of the Spaniſh Match, and the Proteſtant of re- 


ſtoring the Palatinate; and each Party thinks 


that the Safety of the Church and Succeſs of Re: 
ligion depend upon the Event of one or other, 
and therefore they croſs and counter- tell each 
others News. -Titius came from London Veſter- 
day, and he ſays that the new Chapel at St. 
James's is quite finiſhed: Caius came thence 
but this Morning, and then there was no ſuch 
Thing on Building. Falſe News follows true 
at the Heels, and oftentimes outſtrips it. 


Thus goes the Chronicle-News, the Talk of 
the factious and pragmatick z but the Chriftiau 


News, the Talk of the faithful, is ſpent in Evan- 


gelio, in hearing and telling ſome good News 


of their Saviour : And now all the Talk 1s 
of his Reſurrection: The Chriſtian Currant 
goes, News from Mount Calvary, the fixteenth 


Day of Ni/an, in the Year thirty four, ld 


tote: as the three holy Matrons deliver it at 
the eighth Verſe of this Chapter. But ſince, there 
are certain Soldiers arrived, and they fay 
there was no ſuch Matter as the Reſurrection, 
*twas but a Gull put upon the World by his 
Diſciples ; for it fares with ſpiritual News as 
with temporal, it is variouſly and contrarily 
related, till the falſe controuls the true. And 
as our modern News comes neither from the 
Court nor the Camp, nor from the Place where 


Things 
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131 
Things are a&ed, but is forged in Conveuti- 
cles by Prieſts, or in ſome Paul f Aſembly, or 
ſuch like Place, and the Divulge committed to 
ſome. vigilant and watchful Tongue: So it is 
with the News:of the Non-Reſurrection; it came 
not from Mount: Calvary, but the Prieſts are 
the Authors: of it, at the eleventh Verſe ; and 
at the /welfth, they frame and mould it to the 


Mouth of the Watch. The Divulgers, Men 


of double Credit, they know the Truth, for 
they are of the Watch, and they will not he, 


for they are Soldiers; nay, they will maintain 


it, for they are Knights, Milites, Knights of the 
Poſt, they are hired to ſay, ſaying, (and they did 
lay) His Diſciples came by Night and ſtole him 
way whilſt we ſlept. 0 

The Words are fo plain, they need no open- 


ing. May it pleaſe you that I make /bree Cur- 
ſaries over them; One for the Soldiers, another 


for the Diſciples, and the third for our Saviour. 
In the Two former we will beat the Point pro 
and con, and in the latter reconcile it, for that's 


the Faſhion alſo. No Error ſo abſurd but finds 


a Patron, nor Truth ſo ſound but meets with 
an Adverſary, nor Point controverted, but the 
oppoſite Tenet may be reconciled ; be they 
diſtant as Heaven and Hell, as incompatible AS 
Jeus and Chriſtians, yet they ſhall meet with 
a Moderator; and a cogging Diſtinction ſhall ſtate 


the Queſtion on the abſurder Side. Firſt then 


for the Soldiers, whole Curſory hath no Parts, 

that's not the Souldiers Manner, but yet is 

ſprinkled with Abſurdities, that's the Manner 

of the Watch. They ſpeak partly as they 
B 2 


fight, 
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ht, voluntarily, and -partly- as: they. watch, 
begin thein Talk. 5 

* Ye Men and People of Fudab and Feruſa- 
lem, this Jiſus of Nazareth was a very Juggler, 
a neat Compiler of Impeſtures, pretended Title 
to the Crown of Judab, made himſelf the 
Melſias and the Son of God, brought ſuch 
ſtrange Opinions as would turn the whole 
World out of By; having no Proof from 
Senſe or Reaſon for his Novelties, he would 
needs confirm them by Miracles; and in the 
World's Eye he ſeemed to do Wonders, 
though his Works were indeed but meer 


Deluſions, wrought by Slight of Hand, Hocus 


pocus. All which was ſo manifeſtly diſco- 


ver'd, that to ſtop the Current of ſuch falſc 55 
Coin, my Lord Prefident was forced to nail 
him to the Croſs for a Counterfeit. His Maſter- 


trick was that of 'the Reſurreftion, whereof he 
foreſpake in his Life. time: For he was no 
ordinary Dealer, but would make his Cun- 
ning to ſurvive his Perſon, and durſt fore- ſay 


ſo. To put this Piece in Execution, he en- 


tertain'd a Rabble of Ruffians, whom he term- 


ed his Diſciples, as all Plotters have Partners: 


Theſe he inſtructed in the Game while he 
lived, and they were to play it when he was 


dead. The Liſt of his Diſciples conſiſted of 


Men and Women; for in all crafty Carriages, 


there lies a Woman s Part. The Men were to 


perform all Manner of Fakt, and the Women, 
whoſe Activity lies in their Tongues, were to 
report the Miracle. 


The High- Prieſts and ſome of the Sanbedrim 


6 being wiſe to apprehend, and wary to prevent 


0 - the 


L 5] 


© the dangerous Conſequences hereof, ;procuted 
© a Warrant from the Pręſident to ſeal. up the 
* Tomb;and:place a Watch there; and wh were 
„the Parties appointed to guard it. The 
Charge we under went required good r f 
for his Diſciples were common Night-walkers 
© like their Maſter, notable Culters, and carried 
„ as much Courage as Cunning ; ſuch tall Fel- 
* lows with their Weapons, that they made it 

but a Sleight, either to withſtand or aſſault a 
whole Multitude, and durſt do any thing in 
their Maſter's behalf. The other Night, 
when we apprehended him in Gethſemane, we 
vere moſt of the luſtieſt Fellows in Feruſalem, 
and pretty well appointed; yet they ſtood 
* to it ſtoutly, made a tall Fray, and ſometimes 

* put us to the worſt. At the firſt Ouſet we 

vere all knock d down, and at our Recovery, 

* Rabbi Malchus, a Follower of the High-Priaſt's 
Company, and our Captain, was ſingled out 

by one of their Side, a Sailor he ſeemed, who 
* with his Whinyard lopt off one of his Ears; 
and had the Blow lit right, it would have 
* cleft him down to the Twiſt : Nay, they 
* were all Bravos, and their bloody Mind was 
* ſeen upon Judas Iſcariot, one of their own 
Company, who becauſe he was our Blood- 
hound to ſcent their Maſter out, they perſecu- 
* ted the poor Wretch till they had paunch'd 
him; fo: not far from their Walk he was 
: found hang'd with his Guts about his Heels. 

; And for their bloody Pranks that Way, the 
6 


Place begins to bear the Name of Areldama, 
6 the berg * ield. 


For 
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For the Exploit of his RefurreQion, they 
had the Aſſiſtance of their Fellow Sher iſci pirs, 
Night Houſe-wives too; for they: were ho- 
vering about the Sepuſchre from the Dead of 


the Night till the Morning, and were as the 


Counter-Watch, to give Notice of ſome Ad- 


vantage to the Diſciples, who lay not far off, 


ſomewhere above Ground, while their Maſter : 


was under it. All the Day- time they ſtir not, 
for Fear of Paſſengers frequenting to and fro 


in the Gardens and Walks about Mount Cal. 


vary, it being both Sabbath and Paſſover: 


But in the Night they took their Opportu- 


nity by this ann, We had been extream- 


ly over-travelPd, both to apprehend and 


guard him; firſt, to the High-Prizft, next 
to the Prefident 3 from him to Herod, and 


back again; then to his Arraignment, then to 
his Execution, and ever ſince at his Grave: 
So turbulent the Man was, that his very dead 


Body would not lie ſtill, and be quiet. This 
Over- watching, ſeconded with the Darkneſs 


of the Night, and Coldneſs of the Air, caſt us 


into a heavy Sleep; thereupon the Women 


gave the Watch-word to the Diſciples, who 


immediately do exbumate his Body; and while 
they tranſlate and bury it elſewhere, the Me- 
men trot into the Town, and brutt 1 it abroad, 
that their Maſter is riſen. 

And the credulous City is partly meld to 


believe the Legerdemain; they are willing to 


frame their Faith, and build their Salvation 
upon a flying Gull, raiſed by three Way- going 


Women, gadling Golf 1ps that came from Cali- 


lee; ; one of them notorious, lo deviliſh, that 
there 
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there came ſeven Devils out of her; how / many 
ſtaid behind, God knows: It is like ſhe: was 
ſo full, there was Room for no more; and by 
bhbher ye may gueſs at her Companions: Con- 
ſiider of it; the Matter is of Moment, a main 
Point of State, that concerns your wn Na- 
t tion: We are but Strangers, and no farther 
intereſted than for the Truth's ſake to ſpeak 
it; and therefore be adviſed whether ye will 
rely herein upon the Word of a Woman, or 
upon the Faith and Reputation of a Soldier. 
lere the Soldier puts up, and ſheaths his 
malicious and blaſphemous Tongue, more 
ſharp and deadly than his Sword, and gives 
our Saviour a Wound more mortal far than 
1 thoſe upon the Croſs: They did but put him 
in a Trance, ſuſpend his Life for a Day or 
two, at the moſt but kill his Humanity; but 
This would murder his Divinity, and dead his 
Immortality; it would nullify the Geſpel, and 
fruſtrate all our Faith : For, if Chrift be not ri- 
Jen (faith St. Paul) then is our Preaching vain, 
"and your Faith is alſo vain. And therefore I 
come to my ſecond Curſory: For bis Diſciples 
Þ * ole bim away by Night. ' 
Herein we will deal Chriſtianly and civilly, 
1 not give the Lie to the Soldiers, or foul Words 
to the Watch: But yet we may ſay, that their 
4 Tale hath no Truth in any Point of it, but a 
meer Saying. Saying, ſay ye. They ſay not 
of themſelves, but as the Prieſts taught them, 
they knew they ſaid falſe ; and therefore, our 
ſaying to the contrary will eaſily obtain. And 
* therein we follow not the Random of their Rov- 
ing, but take the Sum of their Saying, as it is 
1 | here 
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81 155 
here ſet down by the Holy Ghoſt, giving it Or- 
der and Parts. The Words then may eaſily 
be taken judiciarily, in Form of an Accufation, 
and then morally they are Calumny; the Soldi-' 
ers either not heard, or not practiſed the Doc- 
trine of Fobn Baptiſt, Accuſe no Man falſly. ' Or 
they may be taken popularly, in Form of a 
Report or Rumour; and then morally they 
are a meer Gull or Slander. In what Senſe ſo- 
ever, there are three Parties wronged in them; 
the Diſciples, our Saviour, and the Soldiers them- 
ſelves. The Diſcipies here are tax'd of Theft, 
that they ſhould come by Night, and ſteal a- 

way their Maſter : Our Saviour of Impotency 
and Impoſture, that he neither could nor did riſe 
from the Dead, but was convey'd away by his 
Diſciples: And the Soldiers of capital Negli- 
gence, that they were aſleep. In the Curſery 
then for the Diſciples, may ye pleaſe that I lay 
down three plain Contradifories to the Words 
of the Text, as they lie in order: Firſt, be 
Diſciples came not hither by Night. Secondly, 
he was not ſtole away. Thirdly, the Soldiers 
were not aſleep. For Proof of each, whereof 
there are no cogent Demonſtrations in Nature, 
quid fint ; fingle voluntary Actions that leave 
no evident Effet, admit it not. We preach 
not before Fews and Infidels, to whom this 
Doctrine is ſcandalous and Fooliſhneſs; but 
the ſimple-hearted Chriſtian, the willing Hearer, 
ſhall have rational Probabilities, and perſwafive 
Arguments, ſufficient to convey Behef into a 
aq; illuminated, and prepared by Grace for 
For the firſt then, His Diſciples came not 

55 Night. 


The 
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The Body moves not voluntarily, unleſs the 


Motion be grounded upon the Will; ſo that 
when the Influence of the Will upon the ex- 
ternal Members is either intercepted or fru- 
ſtrated by any foreign Accident, the Body 
hardly admits of going and coming. The 
Heart, and firſt Mover of the Diſciples, was 
nov mated and ſet up by a Leaſe of impetuous 
Paſſions. All thoſe Violents of the Soul which 


have Miſchiefs for their Objects, and are im- 


7 mediately diſtractive to the Patient that en- 
Adaures them, as Sorrow, Fear, and Deſpair, did 


now wholly poſſeſs them: Extream Sorrow 


Deſpair for their fore-hoped Happineſs, Their 
+ Senſes feel the Sorrow, their Fear torments their 
+ Fancies, and their Memory maintains their De- 


© ſpair;, their whole Soul ſo aſſaulted, that there 


wanted nothing but a Fever to make them 
wm FRE frantick. And Peter came near to that, 


o diſtracted, that for his Maſter's ſake, firſt he 


2 will need fight, then he flies away; anon again 

he follows after him, at length he for ſwears 

bim, and in the End goes out, and cries, In 

this Mode he is carry'd up and down, till he 

lays a Clog on his Conſcience, that would hold 
y 


might be as bad, or worſe, although the 


7 Scripture be therein filent. Thus far they go 
all with Peter, that they ſleep, and fly, and fol- 
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But when their Maſter was paſt all Recove- 


ry, then each Paſſion play'd his Part to hinder 


C all 


[ 10 |] | 


all Humour from coming to Mount Calvary. 
Their Sorrow contracts, and cloſeth them up 
in Feruſalem: Sorrow loves to be private and 
lark in a Corner. Fears keep them within 
Doors : Fear dare not go abroad, eſpecially 
in the Night; if ſhe do, it is to fly a Danger, 
not to invite it. And to. Deſpair all Buſineſs 
muſt yield: Deſpair will not ſtir in her own 
behalf, unleſs to do herſelf a Miſchief, but of 
any other ſhe is quite careleſs. To lay then 
they came by Night, makes it but the more 
unlikely. They could not watch one Hour 
with him in Celhſemane, when it concerned his 
Life, while there was yet Hope to vindicate 
him from the Croſs; and can they now watch 
with him a whole Night when he was dead 


and buried ? If they were for a Night's Ex- 


ploit, they would have done it in the Night 
before, when there was a fairer Opportunity, 
and greater Security. They now had no more 
Means this Night, but more Danger. When 
they went to Gethſemane, they had but two 
Swords in all, and were there diſarmed of 


them; but one Coat apiece, and ſome ſtript of 


that; no Weapon to aſſault, nor Armour to 
defend. Fit Furniture, and fair Voyage for 
poor Fiſhermen to make to Mount Calvary in a 
dark Night, to affront the Roman Watch. 
And to what End? If their Maſter could riſe 
again, what need they come hither? If not, 
they did him no Wrong to abandon him. 

But why mention we the Reſurrection? they 
came not thither, not to a Thought of it. He 
had indeed foretold them of it, but they un- 
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derſtood it not: They could not proſecute 
"7 what they never apprehended ; could they 
hope to make others believe what they could 
not imagine? Could others grant that feazable, 

which they eſteemed impoſſible? Or had they. 


once Belief, yet they forſook it when they for- 
ſook their Maſter. They were beaten from it 
in Gethſemane, where but one of the Jews re- 


\ ceived any Loſs, and he but one of his Ears, 
and that reſtored again; but they all loſt every 
one his Faith, they loſt their Saviour, and their 
Souls to boot. They were now as faithleſs as 

their Fellow Judas, as faithleſs in their Maſter 


as he was to him. The Reſurrection quite for- 
got, not only the Thing itſelf, but their Maſ- 
ter's Mention of it: And therefore they em- 
balm his dead Body, and do entomb it as for- 
lorn. The Prieſts themſelves believed more. 
than the Diſciples: They feared it, and there- 
fore fortified the Sepulchre ; but the Diſciples. 
did not ſo much as hope. And when he was 
riſen de facto, they could not believe it, though 
the Women avouched it: dat Mi- Te fila 
avTov, the Women's Talk ſeems an old Wife's 


Tale, when they tell the Diſciples of the Reſur- 5 


rection. Thomas will not truſt his own Eyes 


though he ſee, and his Ears though he hear him. 


Had they any By- intent, they would have been 


very forward to report and ſpread the Fame; 
but they ſtood mute at it, and began to ſpread 
themſelves each Man what Way his Fancy led 
him: The Fame of the Reſurrection did not 
fright them. And how came the News a- 
broad? who told it to the Higb-Prieſts? not 
his Diſciples, nor the Women, but the Soldiers 
| C 2 here 
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here themſelves. But why ſtand we to defend 
the Diſciples in a Fact never committed? no 
ſuch Thing done as they objected. He was 
not ſtole away at all: My ſecond Contradiffory, 
Nor by the Diſciples, nor by any unleſs Men 


were mad, or weary of their Lives. The Ad- 


vantage of the Af could no way recompence 
the Danger. The Laws ſo ſtrict for meddlin 

with Sepulchres, that they could expect no les 
than to incur the Crime of Sacrilege; which 


violato: which Laws, though ſince compiled, 


= for the moſt Part were then and there in 


orce, the Fetus being under the Roman Fu- 
ri/diftion. And though they ſhould plead that 
they did only tranſlate the Body, not abuſe it, 
yet they could not avoid the Objection of do- 


885 malus, and ſo incur an arbitrary Cenſure, 
which would be laid very heavily upon them, 


Things running as they did againſt our Sa- 
viour. What fair 1 could they 
look for on his Behalf, when he himſelf was 
charged with Treaſon, for aſking a Penny to 

pay Tribute? Or if ſome had the Will to 
ſteal him, yet none had the Power or Means 
to perform it. The Watch there, termed Sol- 
diers, were of a middle Nature between Soldier 
and Hangmen ; Speculatores, they carried a 
Spear in their Hands, but a Halter at their 
Girdles z always ready for any deadly Ser- 
vice, They were Jo aTeguaaxts, Satellites, a 
Guard to the Governor; and Cuſtodes, Goalers, 
Wardens for Priſoners ; and Vigiles, Watchers 
for their Bodies who ſuffered : The common 


Executioners of corporal Puniſhment, whether 


it 


= be ſeen at large in the Digeſts de Sepulchro 
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M gtern, the Greeks from the Latin, Cuſtodia ; 
and the Syriac, as Maſter Fuller obſerves, from 


131 


it reached only to Senſe, or forward to Life. 


To expreſs their Roman Nature home, the 


Eaſtern Nation borrowed Language from the 
7 
Quæõſtionarii, Officers ad quæſtionem & inquiſi- 


tionem, Queſtioners or Inquifitors, Tormentors, 
or Serjeants of the Rack, to extort Confeſſions 


in criminal Examinations, At the Peril of 
their Life it was, if the Party under their 


Execution did not endure the Exiremity of the 
Lew : If the Priſoner eſcaped with no Puniſh- 
ment, or with leſs, or in ultimo ſupplicio reco- 
vered by his Life, or his dead Body otherwiſe 
diſpoſed than the Laws ordained or permitted, 
then were thoſe Soldiers to take the room of 
the Priſoners, to be waſted and ſpent out upon 
the ſame Puniſhment whereto the Priſoner was 

liable; Ejuſmodi pæna conſumendi, the very 
Words of the Law. Could any Man now 
imagine the Watch could now be either ſo 
careleſs, or ſuch Cowards, as to let our Saviour 
be ſtole away? Men durſt as well have fetcht 


him from the Croſs as from the Grave. 


But fay, that they were ſuch maimed Sol- 
diers, as that they had neither Eye to Watch, 


nor Heart to Ward; yet the Sepulchre itſelf 


was ſo impregnable, that it alone would ſecure 
the Body. There could be no Burglary, nor 
breaking it up, no undermining ; the Soil was 
Pick-ax Proof, a firm Rock ſpread out of the 
Roots of Golgotba, gabion'd and rough-caft 
with Flint. No removing of the Tombſtone ; 
that, beſides its Weight and Sullenneſs to give 


way, 
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way, was rib'd . claſped down with Iron 
Bars and Bonds; the Cloſure ſoulder'd with 
the Seal of the Sinbedrims Their negaaioay]s 
1d T&qov, and Ger yiray]es my Aion, their for- 


tifying the Sepulchre, and ſealing up the Stone, 


fays it was ſo, in the latter Verſe of the for- 
mer Chapter. For though he ſhould revive, 
yet the High Prigs never meant he ſhould riſe 
more, either by his own, or by the Strength 
of others. The Watch was but a Stale to co- 


jour their Pretence, and to lead their Re = 


to Pilate. The Women's, Who ſhall rol 
away this Stone? was a Matter more than they 
imagined, a Task above the Strength of a 


Man. A whole ſet of Leavers could not lift 
it: No rolling it away but * the F orce of an 


Angel. 


And now look into the E 180 the Re- 
mains of the ReſurreFion, the impartia} Wit- 


neſſes and filent Sayings, that he was not ſtole 
away. The Linen and Grave Clothes wherein 


he was involved, lined and loaden with a com- 


pound of Myrrb, Atces, and Maſtich, Gums 
and Spices of Arabia, Unguents and Balms of 
Gilead, a Sear-cloth both coſtly and maſſie, 
Gra Aheregs fxanc, to the Worth or Weight of 
an Hundred Pounds, ſomewhat unwieldy 


to be handled ; The Kerchief fo wrapt and 


plaited, as though yet it had not been uſed; 


and yet ſo laid aſide, as though he would have 


come again. What manner of Men would 


leave theſe Things thus? His Friends would 
not for ſname have ſtript him, and carried him 


cy naked. His Focs would have eſteemed” 


the 


HE 


the Linen and embalming Compounds far be- 
yond his Body. Friend or Foe, or Neuter, they 
durſt not ſtay to flay the glewy Sear-cloth from 


4 his Skin, and give a diligent Folding to the Ker- 


chief. But if notwithſtanding he was ſtollen a- 
way, Why was not Search made to recover his 
Body? No Hue and Cry to purſue the Malefac- 
tors ? No Proclamation out for their Attach- 
ment? Why were not the Women apprehended, 
or. taken upon Suſpicion ? Why not ſo much as 
on Queſtioned ! about what? The 
Foldiers knew well enough he was not ſtollen 


away; for they fate by, and mark'd it; they 


were the Watch, and they did watch; they 
were not aſleep; which is my laſt Contradictory. 
_ Hitherto they talk like Soldiers, of coming 
by Night, and ftealing away; now like Watch. 
men, in ſaying they were aſleep. So ſottiſh 
and unreaſonable is Malice, that, to burn his 
Neighbour's Houſe, he will ſet Fire on his 
own; to bring in an Accuſation on Chriſt and 
his Diſciples, they make Confeſſion of a Crime 
in themſelves : They gull and befool them- 
ſelves, and ſay, that the Watch was aſleep. It 
may be as Watchmen they durſt fleep, *tis ordi- 
nary 3 but they durſt not ſo as Soldiers, their 


Diſcipline too ſtrict, and the Penalty thereof 


too ſevere. He that forſakes the Match, capite 
punitur, *tis Death (faith Paulus) in Law g. 
in Excubias, F. de re militari; and ſome good 
Captains interpret Sleep equivalent to Ab- 
ſence ; whatever were the Letter of the Law. 
Practice made it ſo, And Polybius tells us, it 
was ſo put in Execution. If any Man of the 
Hatch be found aſleep, (faith he) $vacxora, 
1 #3 ms „„ he 


— — m 


1 
* 
1 . 
£ 
43h 
$ 
1 III. 
$ 
» 
* 77 
. 
{ 
, 
1 : 
20 
1 + 
WM 
. 4 
1 
5 
1 
17 
1 
? 'F 
N 
4 
2 
15 
$1 4 
$ | ' 
i 
5: t 
> » 
ks if) 
V1 
z+ ® 
- 


he is put fo the Nia 4 rapital Puniſh- 
ment, and reach'd to the Head: For the then 
Baſt inado was Fufte ceditur ; and as they now 
paſs the Pikes ; a thouſand to one but the Par- 
ty died under it. A whole Squadron of Men 
being to do Execution, one Back- friend or 
other would daſh out his Brains, as now one 
Pike or other would broach him through. The 
Roman Diſcipline extreme dogged, and ſo pro- 
feſs*d itſelf, eſpecially toward the Watch. The 
Ban-dogs of the C apitol, becauſe they bark*d 
not that Night when the Gauls ſurpriz d it, 
had their Legs broken, and were ſplit alive 
upon a two-fork*d Stake ſet up in publick ; 
and in Memory thereof (faith Livy) ſome Dogs 
were yearly ſo uſed, for Example's fake to make 
Watchmen beware. 

And the Rounders ſo impartial herein, that 
they would make Execution ipſo facto. Epaini- 
nondas walks the Round, and finding one Sol- 
dier afleep, ſome of the Corrounders entreat for 
him: Well, faith he, for your ſakes I will leave 
him as I found him, and therewithal he ſtakes 
him to the Ground with his Halbert : He found 
him in a dead Sleep, and ſo he left him. Some 
dim Prints of that Diſcipline are ſeen to this 
Day in our modern Wars, where ſometime the 
Rounder will clap. a Muſquet-ſhot through a 
ſleepy Head: But antiently they durſt do no 
other ; for to wink at the Fault, or delay the 
Puniſhment, was, in the Governor, Patrimonii 
&' eſtimationis dam num, a Loſs of Lands and 
Honour; and in Under-Officers, capitale up- 
Plicium. They durſt not then ſleep wilfully, 
and they had no need to ſleep, they were not 

over- 
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 pver-watch'd. How the Day-watch ftood, I 
have not yet read; but for the Night-watch, 
all the World knows it was divided into four 
equal Parts, each containing three Planetary 
Hours, or one Quarter of the Night, how long. 
or ſhort ſoever. And the Turn came about 
but every third Night; and then every third 
Hour they were relieved by putting in a freſh 
= Watch. It was now paſt the Vernal Equinoc- 
\_ +. tial, no one Night-watch fate full three modern 
Hours; ſo three Hours over in above three- 
- ſcore would bring no Over-watching. Seeing 
then they neither durſt, nor did, Why yet do 
= they ſay they were aſleep? The Reaſon is, 
= They are of the ragged Regiment, mercerary 
Soldiers, hired to it by the Priefts, with a large 
Piece of Money. The Provant-man will un- 
© dertake to ſay any thing, yea to do any thing 
for Money; for ten Groats a Week tug at a 
Wheel-barrow, and for a Stiver more, ſerve 
the Enemy; and for a Piece, piſtol a Prince; 


iS 
+ Fog 
175 % 


> ſuffer any thing for Money; for a Dollar take 
the S/rappado; for a Brace, draw at a Decima- 
tion. Thus the Prieſts dealt with the filly Sol- 
diers, as they did with Judas, only put them 
upon hanging. An old Trick of the Prigſts, 
aand much in Uſe at this Day, ſeeing that now 
they practiſe it one upon the other; and ſo let 
them; good Speed may they have. 
But for all this they might be aſleep, whe- 
ther our Saviour were ftole away or no. Some- 
what the begging Soldiers would have, and 
they ſhall, his ſtealing away we can by no 
. Means grant. The Reſurrection, an Article of 
our Creed, the very Ground{el of all our Faith: 
8 D His 
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[18] 
His Reſurrection the Pattern and Pledge of 
ours, the Tenure whereby we hold our Title to 
Salvation. But for their being afleep, we will 
not much contend : It is credible they were ſo, 
the contrary being neither implied, nor expreſſed 
in the Scripture. But yet their Sleep is no 
Proof of their Saying. They know the things 
were done juſt as they fay, for they were afleep 
the while. A right Roman Reaſon, a Proof 
put from a Prieſt to ſerve a ſleepy Soldier. If 
they were aſleep, how could they ſay he was 
ſtollen rather than riſen? Or, if they ſuppoſe 
him ſtollen, how knew they his Diſciples did it 
rather than other Men ? This muſt needs argue 


in them either Calumny to accuſe a Party with- 


out Cauſe, or Levity to lay the Cauſe upon a 
wrong Party ; either way Folly to alledge ſo 
ſenſeleſs a Reaſon. All our Knowledge is ei- 
ther from Senſe, or Reaſon : from Reaſon they 
could not have it, That hath made againſt them 
all this while ; from any Senſe they could not, 


for they were aſleep. In Sleep all Senſation is 


intercepted. They could neither hear, ſee, 
ſmell, taſte, nor feel the Diſciples coming, or 
his ſtealing ; if they did, they were not aſleep. 

If ſome one were awake, and perceived it, 


why did he not give an Alarm to the reſt? If 


they underſtood it afterwards from others, why 
do they not produce authentick Witneſſes? If 
the Diſciples themſelves confeſſed it, why were 
they not puniſhed, and Order taken to ſtop 


the Rumour of the Reſurrection? There is no 


Way now left, but to pretend the Spirit, as 


our Entbuſiaſts do, and to ſay, that while they 


flept, they had it in a Dream by Revelation. 


* — nw —_— %F 
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But that is refuted by Retortion of the ſame, 


for by Revelation every Chriſtian knows the 


contrary 3 God reveals it unto him. 
But why did the Soldiers produce this Rea- 


fon? The Reaſon is, they took it upon Truft 


from the Prieſts. It is an old Error (let us 
not contend for the Age) to believe that the 

Prieſt cannot err. But why are the Soldiers 
got thus to argue againſt themſelves? The 
Reaſon is, no Body elſe durſt do it. In thoſe 
Times, the Soldiers bore all the Sway, aſſum- 
ed all Power to make Kings and Emperors. 


But fince the Prigft hath done the like, putting 
the Soldier by. And now the Peaſant thinks 


*tis come to his Turn, under Pretence of his 
Privilege in Parliament : He would diſpoſe of 

Kings and Commonwealths, and rather than re- 
turn it to the Prieſt from whom he hath taken 


it, would caſt the Courſe back again upon the 
Soldiers, Nothing now contents the Com- 


monalty, but War and Contention ; he hath 
taken a Surfeit of Peace, the very Name of it 
grows odious : Now to give the Soldier his 
Paſſport, we ſum up four Exceptions againſt 
his Saying : Firſt, it is not Veriſimile, the Un- 
likelihood of it hath appeared in every Contra- 
diftory. Secondly, they were ignari rerum, 


had no Information of what they affirm ; nei- 


ther Eye, nor Ear-witneſs of what they fay, 
for they confeſs themſelves aſleep. Thirdly, 
Their Saying is contrary to what they had ſaid 
before; in the Morning they told another Tale, 
at the eleventh Verſe of this Chapter ; if that 
were true, this is falſe ; if that were not true, 
why ſhould we believe this? Or who will truft 
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Men in contrary Tales? Laſtly, the Parties 


were corrupted, hired with a large Sum-to ut- 


ter their Saying, at the twelfth Verſe. Theſe 


two latter lie without the Text, and therefore 
'I wholly forbear them, eſpecially for the Point 


of Corruption : *Tis a crafty. Crime, and com- 
monly hard to prove. We alſo forbear the 
Lie to the Soldier, becauſe he abhors it. But 
to the Prigſts who put this Lie in their Mouths, 
and to their Di/ciple- Prieſts, who at this Day 


- practiſe lying, and allow it to be lawful, we 


would mend the old Saying, A Liar ſhould 
have @ good Memory, and rather require in him 
a good Wit. His Memory ſerves but to a- 


void Contradictions of himſelf, but his Wit to 


prevent the Contradictions of others, that an 
Untruth ſeem not alſo unlikely. If therefore 


the Prieſts would have lied wiſely, and with 
Credit, like Satan himſelf, the Serpent whom 


they ſerved, they ſhould, as they did former- 
ly, have laid our Saviour to Satan's Charge, 


and have ſaid, that the foul Fiend came by 
Night, and fetch'd him away; leaving out, 
vohilſt the Watch ſlept, and inſtead thereof have 


argued from the Deſcent of the Angel, and 


the Earthquake: This could not ſo eaſily have 
been diſcovered ; but it might even as eaſily, 


where Faith had a Fortification; human Rea- 
ſons urged againſt it are but as Paper-ſbot. Car- 
nal Wiſdom working againſt God is but Dirt 
and Rottenneſs. Our Counſels are confound- 
ed, when carried againſt Chriſt. And ſo I 
come to my third and laſt Curſory, upon the 
Word of our Saviour. 


Hither- 
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; fees, for that our preſent Quarrel lay only with 
the Soldiers. N 
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Hitherto we have cleared the Diſciples, but 


We muſt alſo give the Soldier content. There 
s no ſuch Difference, but the Matter may be 
reconciled, and the Queſtion ſtated on the Sol- 
diers fide. Said I not, it was the Faſhion ? 
Ihe Soldiers then are in the right, their Saying 


very ſound and Chriſtian: A Diſciple of his 


did come by Night and ſteal him away, and 


the Soldiers were aſleep. A Diſciple of his, 
and his moſt beloved Diſciple, his human Soul, 
came by Night, was united to his Body, raiſed 
it, and withdrew it from the Sepulchre by 
Stealth, while the Soldiers were ſo between 
Sleeping and Waking, that they perceived it 
not. Of this Curſory very briefly, as the Words 
lie in order, declining all emergent Controver- 


We term him a Diſciple, who receives Know- 
ledge and Chaſtiſement from another. As our 


Saviour was God, his Soul was & bis, the 


trueſt and moſt proper Diſciple that ever was : 
It had received both Knowledge and Chaſtiſe- 
ment, as never Man had ; Knowledge of all 
Manner, both Divine and Human, infuſed and 
acquired: But whether it had no Ignorance, we 
leave it to the Catholics. And all Manner of 
Chaſtiſement, both exemplary and ſatisfactory, 


7 for all Mankind ; the Chaſtiſement of our Peace 


was upon it: But whether it ſatisfied for Repro- 
bates, we leave it to the Arminians. His Soul 


came, it could move, for it was ſeparate; the 


Soul was from the Body, though neither from 


the Godbead: As all the reſt of the Diſciples, 


it forſook him on the Cres, and now it came 
again: 


8] 

again : But it came not as it went, it went by 
Violence and foreign Force, the Jews expel- 
led it from him, although he was alſo will- 
ng it ſhould go; but it came purely volun- 

by a domeſtick Agent: But whether by 
Views of the Godhead, or its own motive Fa- 
culty, we leave to the School-men. It came 
then, not as poor Lazarus's Soul came to 
Abrahams Boſom, carried by Angels, but fin- 
gle upon its own Force, and without any Help 
of others: But whether attended and waited 
upon by Troops of Angels, we leave it to 
the Fathers. For the Time, it came by Night; 
not for fear of the Jews, as Nicodemus came 
to him, but for love of his Promiſe, that he 
might riſe the third Day. He came the ſecond 
Night, the Night ſecond to his Paſſion, but 
third to the Day of his Neſurrection, ſome time 
between Midnight and Morning; but at what 
Time we leave it to the Chronologers. The 
Unde of its coming was from ſomewhere elſe, 
from a diſtant i, for it was not come before 
it came: From whence definitively, whether 


from Heaven or Hell, we leave it to the Cal- 


_ winiſts, The Quo or Term of its coming was 
the Grave, he ſubſiſted there; but the End of 


the Comer, was the Re-union to the Body, to 
make his real Preſence there: But whether 
thereby he became Omnipreſent, to be every 
| where while he was in the Grave, we leave to 


the Lutherans. His final Intent, not to orga- 
nize the Body, it was not diſmembred, nor 
any way corrupted, not ſo much as in fri, 


no not diſpoſitively ; but to animate thoſe | 


Members, and to raiſe the Body from the 
Grave ; 


3 


1 


Grave; in which Action both the Body and 
the Soul had their mutual Efficiency, each co- 


; 4 elevating other to make up the Reſurrection: 
But whether theſe two Agents imply ſeveral 
Operations really diſtinct, we leave it to the 


= Nominaliſts. 


N 


The Manner of his Reſurrection ſo miracu- 
lous and ineffable, that bad Words expreſs it 
beſt. In a moral Relation to the Fewws, it is 


here termed Stealing: Not to ſhew what our 
Saviour did in his Riſing, but to intimate what 
the Jews had committed by their Cruciſying. 


Things of a ſuper- eminent Nature, are fain to 


borrow Words of an inferior Signification, 
'* when they are related to a low Capacity; fo 
Cod gives himſelf Attributes, not as he is, 
but according to the Weakneſs whereby Man 


apprehends him. And here the Action of our 


Saviour is ſet down, not as it is done, but ac- 


cording to the Wickedneſs that the Fews had 
done. The active Signification of Stealing be- 
longs to our Saviour, but the moral Evil of it 
reflected upon others. The Law faith, he 
ſteals who fraudulently takes away ſomething 
of another's, with Intent to get the Thing it- 
ſelf, its Uſe or Poſſeſſion. If this Definition 
be true, his Reſurrection was Stealing. His 
Body was now Cadaver puniti, the Carcaſe of 
one that had publickly ſuffered, and thereby 
forfeit to the State; no Man might meddle 
with it farther than to bury it, nor that with- 
out ſpecial Permiſſion ; it was now none of his, 
his Right and Poſſeſſion of it both gone; tradi- 
derat, he had made Delivery of it, diſpenſed 
and paſſed it away to Pilate : Pilate diſpoſed 
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24 
his Right to bury it, to the Watch to detain it, 
and now it was theirs. When therefore he 
took it from the Grave, he ftole it: His Re- 
Poſſeſſion of it defrauded all the Pre-detainers. 
Said they not alſo he was a Deceiver ? But 
whether the Angel that rolled away the Stone, 
was neceſſary or miniſterial, we leave it to the 
Hermoniſts. By natural Relation his Body was 
his own, as being the eſſential and proper Coun- 
ter- part of his Soul, præ- coexiſtent with it in 
one Perſon; but morally it was not ſo, or if it 
were, yet he might ſteal it for all that. A 
Man may ſteal that which is his own, by in- 
terverting that Right in it which hath been 
transferred to another; and what kind of 
Theft this was, we leave it to the Lawyers. 
God forbid we ſhould lay other Theft to our 
Saviour, than that he attributes to himſelf, in 
ſaying, He came lite a Thief in the Night, (i. e.) 
ſecretly and unawares : So was his Conveyance 
from the Grave, cloſe, without the Conſent 
and Notice of thoſe that were preſent ; ſuch a 
Chg we commonly call Stealth. We ſteal 
away from a Room, when we depart without 
the Knowledge of the Company : But whether 

he could convey himſelf ſo cloſely, as to paſs 
through the Tombſtone, we leave it to the Phi- 
loſophers. | | 

Yet ſo cloſe it was, that the Watch per- 
ceived it not, for they were aſleep ; they were 
ſet to watch it, but they did not. Not to 
watch, 1s all one with not to be awake, and 
that with to be aſleep. We commonly call 
him fleepy that is negligent or careleſs of 
what paſſeth, as the contrary we term Vi- 
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gilant: So the Match was faſt aſleep, they ne- 
ver gave Heed to the Reſurrection: That ſo 
far from their Belief, that they had no Opinion 
of it. But if Death be a Kind of a Sleep, he 


ss ſoundly afleep that lies for Dead; and ſo 


did the Watch in the 4th Verſe of this Chap- 
ter, iyivo/]o de vexeg?, for Fear of the Angel 
they fell a ſhaking, and became as dead Men. 
His Preſence gave them a ſtrong Dormitive, it 
wrought beyond Sleep. Sleep reacheth but 
only to a Ligation of Senſe ; but in them all 
Motion ceaſed, they were exanimate: But 
whether that Fit held them only by way of 
Syncope, or did determine in a Cataphora, or ſo- 
poriferous Paſſion, we leave it to the Phyſicians. 
Fearful and cowardifh Soldiers, more womanifſh 
than women ! At the Preſence of the Angel the 
Nomen ſtand upright, but the Soldiers fall in a 
Swoon. Help them good Women, unbutton 
the Soldiers, ye need not fear their Halberts. 
There's Work for you and your Spices, your 
Odours to comfort and recal their Spirits. Be- 
ſtow that Charity on the dying Soldiers, which 
you intended on your dear Saviour; for he is 

riſen, and needs them not, but they may bene 
fit the Soldiers. The Soldiers, uſed to ſuch 
Fits, they had one of them the other Night in 
Gethſemane ; but whether theſe Dejections were 
Sins in the Soldiers, we leave to the Caſuiſts. 
Thus they were x0uw8o, laid as Men afleep ; 
for it ſignifies rather the Reclination or Poſture 
of one aſleep, than the Aﬀection of Sleep itſelf. 
He that lies till without Senſe or Motion, 
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